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ming up his position, he says that an immediate knowledge of the external 
world is impossible, that "this knowledge is only possible through carrying 
over to the external world the counterpart (Erscheinung) of our ego (Ich)"; 
in other words, it is necessary for us to anthropomorphize the external world 
before we can know it (p. 41). Such is the presupposition of knowledge. 

It is not very easy to see why this doctrine, if carried to its logical conclu- 
sion, would not land us in the same predicament in which Berkeley found 
himself. Indeed, if meaning is put into the metaphors used, it is not easy to 
see that the theory differs essentially from Berkeley's. One cannot but 
wonder how, if we must know only through the objectification of the ego, 
we can ever know anything but the ego. Of course it is necessary for us to 
anthropomorphize, we must create the world after our own image; but to 
insist that this anthropomorphizing tendency is the logical presupposition of the 
knowing process seems to leave us suspended in the air catching at straws. 
It would seem that, if we insist that all we have to start with is the Ich, then 
the Ich is all we have when we end our speculations. But perhaps the author 
will clear up some of these difficulties in a later discussion. 

G. W. Cunningham. 

MlDDLEBURY COLLEGE. 

Wilhelm Wundts Stellung zur Erkenntnistheorie Kants. Von Dr. Willi Nef. 

Berlin, Leonhard Simion Nf., 1913. — pp. 47. 

In current philosophical literature, Wundt's epistemological theory has not 
received the consideration that it deserves. The explanation of this, in the 
opinion of the author of the present monograph, is probably to be found in the 
fact that Wundt has not followed the usual custom of taking Kant as his 
point of departure. It seems appropriate, therefore, in order that those who. 
overlook or misunderstand Wundt's doctrines may get a clear notion of them„ 
to compare his epistemology with that of Kant. This service to the Wundtiam 
theory of knowledge Dr. Nef undertakes. In the present work, which is the 
sixth volume of the Bibliothek fiir Philosophic, the author devotes himself 
exclusively to the historical problem of indicating the relation between the 
epistemology of Wundt and that of the Konigsberg philosopher. The critical 
discussion of problems here raised the author reserves for future consideration. 

The monograph opens with a short review of Wundt's general epistemological 
standpoint and a statement of Wundt's view of Kant's historical position. 
The body of the essay deals with the following problems: subject and object; 
the forms of intuition, space and time; and the fundamental concepts of the 
understanding, universality, substance, causality, and purpose. The pamphlet 
concludes with a brief discussion of the Ding-an-sich. 

G. W. Cunningham. 

MlDDLEBURY COLLEGE. 



